
The Anglo-Slovak interface 
With a focus on Slovak Language Services in the UK   

 
Left: The Czech Republic and Slovakia. 
Historically, their position was described as 
άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜέΦ  
 

Dedicated to all those in Slovakia who I loved in 
my childhood, in the multilingual and 
multicultural city of Bratislava, where three 
nations lived together side by side (Slovaks, 
Germans and Hungarians) and have not known                  

hate.    

 

Since Neville Chamberlain signed a Treaty to hand over parts of 

Czechoslovakia to Hitler without giving the Checho-Slovaks the 

opportunity to comment on themselves in 1938, while saying 

Χ ǿƘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ go to war over a country that is so far and of 

which we know so little, Britain counting 62 million, and 

Slovakia with its 5.5 million inhabitants became members of 

the EU.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If the part of the history interests you: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cS5GglsNKyo&feature=related 
 

As a teenager, I believed that all of this was just invented Soviet propaganda, 

because I read English classics, and came to the conclusion that the Brits valued 

honour very highly, indeed.  Should my information on these events have come 

from Wikipedia, I may have missed them altogether.  My blind admiration for the 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cS5GglsNKyo&feature=related


Brits continued into my adulthood.  On emigrating from Slovakia in 1982, it had 

been disclosed to me, that secret files about me carried the warningΥ ά{ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ 

ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘǎΦέ I worked for an international trade organisation.  Foreign contacts of 

employees who held the authority to sign major contracts on behalf of the State 

were monitored.   I was 31 at the time. 

 

Czecho-Slovakia became included into the Eastern Bloc in 1948, and her descent 

from an affluent capitalist country on par with Austria, or Switzerland, to a minor 

satellite of a peasant empire built around countries like Bulgaria continued.   It did 

not mean intellectual descent.   The country neighbours the west, and the capital 

of Slovakia, Bratislava, 50 miles down the Danube from Vienna, retained its full 

access to all Austrian media.  Educated Slovaks spoke German.  The image of 

Slovakia as a backward country with uneducated ignorant people that greeted me 

in the UK could only be the sign of a complete absence of any genuine interest in 

Slovakia.   The main source of knowledge about the Eastern Bloc to an average 

Briton in 1982 seemed to have been άJames Bondέ. 

 

Official documents in 2013, including my badge as an interpreter via a language 

company marketing ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘέ, call the Slovak language ά{ƭƻǾŀƪƛŀƴέ (and 

the people ά{ƭƻǾŀƪƛŀƴǎέ), even 

though the English language 

knows no such grammatically 

correct word, and it sounds 

similar, as would be calling the English ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ά9ƴƎƭŀƴŘƛŀƴǎέΦ  I had been 

correcting the name of the language on my job sheets, but the company advised 

me not to draw the ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ mistake.   It seems that nearly eight 

decades after the Munich Treaty, many still know of Slovakia very little, including 

those who make money from Slovak services.  This does not stop people from 

having an opinion on the Slovaks. 

 

In a country with anti-discriminatory laws and 

political correctness in relation to any other ethnic 

group, in a judicial system built on precedents, in a 

small claim at a Magistrates, a person suspected to 

be of Slovak descent can be interrogated on their 

place of birth, and on their name and education, and the Judge can move the 



ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭέ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΣ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǘǊƻƻƳ ǿƛǘƘ 

the Court rising, where an audience may be invited to witness how the claimant 

will have their case decided without any apparent further consideration to the 

merits. The claimant may even receive in front of the audience a Restraint Order 

preventing them from seeking further Justice.  If it later shows that the decision 

was wrong and the claimant, who may be a loyal and obedient British citizen for 

25 years, seeks a redress, an Appeal need not be allowed, and the Office of 

Judicial Complaints will NOT find such conduct to have constituted 

DISCRIMINATION.     

 

The EU countries committed themselves to providing 

language assistance for essential public services for their 

respective visiting workers. 

 

I had a meeting in 2009 with several executives of an NHS organization.  They told 

me that some of them spent more than a year formulating their requirements for 

a language contract.   A spokesperson for the organisation later stated in an 

internet press release that the chosen language company was άŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ 

ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘέΦ   Lǘ won the contract ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ άǘƘǊŜŜ ǿŀȅ ǇƛǘŎƘέΣ and 

άƛǘǎ staff best understood ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ όάƻǳǊέύ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎέΦ    
 

I have written proofs, signed statements, and I witnessed myself first hand, what 

this seemed to have entailed for the Slovak patients.  Following my concern that 

as the result of the new contract the patients may effectively have lost their 

services, the organisers issued to the patients letters pledging to organise 

meetings with άƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ lecturesέ όbI{ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ мнΦммΦлфύ, and they invited 

feedback on the Slovak services now rendered via new Staff.  One area of a city 

was proportionately most involved.  

 Left: Street pictures courtesy of local media.          Right: Window repair Staff. 



To date have the results of this publicly funded survey completed in 2010 not 

been fed back to the Slovak community.    The organisation allegedly still uses the 

same language company 3 years on, and it now may be official - the language 

ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƭƻǾŀƪ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ άǘƘǊŜŜ-way-ǇƛǘŎƘέΣ appears to 

have no Slovak interpreters to supply.   A GP surgery sought Slovak services in 

attendance for a complex case in summer 2012 for which, they felt, telephone 

service would not suffice.  I am referring to my dialogue with the practice manager 

which I followed up with an e-mail to the practice senior partner.  The 

administrators refused to allow the doctors to use an attending Slovak interpreter 

outside the contracted company, even though the contracted company could not 

supply a single Slovak, or even Czech interpreter, I was told.     

 

But the public tender was issued for each of the languages individually.   So what 

happened to the interpreters who, based on quoted άBS5750 or ISO9002έ, won 

the Slovak tender in 2009?    During my meeting with the executives on 09.09.09 I 

asked to be given any name of a Slovak interpreter by the new company, and they 

could not give me a single name. 

 

At the occasion of winning the contract in 2009 the Business Development 

Director of the language company was quoted to have said: άWe Χ provide 

language services to NHS Χ throughout the countryΧέ   ς   All at the same level? 

 

The level of language services in the NHS did not seem to vary too much across 

several language companies.   The appended leaflet (scroll) was made available to 

anyone enquiring about the condition, and/or attending relevant clinics.  

 

NB: The Department of Health and the relevant NHS hospital trust were informed of the facts 

as soon as it had been possible in 2009 - 2010.  Proofs in form of documents, letters, 

statements, and a Petition, were made available to relevant bodies and representatives in the 

UK, Slovakia, and the EU since March 2010.  Information on the events was released into the 

public domain on the internet in the UK and the EU since summer 2011.   

 

 

This does, of course, not mean that a Slovak cannot receive high honours in 

Britain.  Mr Zervan, a former Slovak Ambassador in London (2007-2010), makes 

sure to point out that no-one before him representing Slovakia was valued by the 

Brits as much as him. 



Mr Zervan had been bestowed 

the honorary Freedom of the 

City of LondonΣ άas a gesture of 

appreciation of the Slovak 

!ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊΩǎ work for the 

development of relationships, 

commerce and enterprise 

between Slovakia, the City of 

London, and the United 

Kingdomέ.   In a personal 

announcement published on 

SME.sk, on the 27.12.10, Mr. Zervan claims that the award represents a proof of 

the άhigh quality of his diplomatic workέ.  The award came 11 days before Mr 

Zervan had been called off before his term over a villa in London amidst 

accusations of deals not in the best interest of Slovakia. 

 

In his personal announcement Mr Zervan rejected any accusations regarding his 

person and described them as άpolitically motivatedέ.   

 

Mr Zervan and his wife, Mária Zervanová, gave in September 2010 an interview to 

Slovenka.sk in which they stated that they have a two-career marriage in that Mr 

Zervan works in London, but Mrs Zervanová 

works in Slovakia, where she owns a well-

established firm of Court Bailiffs.  The couple 

however, work very well together, as a team.  

They often converse with each other on Skype, 

for up to an hour, while Mrs Zervanová sits at 

her computer.  (Comment Corascendea: 

Possibly with an access to details of struggling 

Slovak companies forced into liquidation, and 

available for grabs?) 

 

The picture on the left taken from an independent 

website shows contemporary Slovak humour 

comparing ά¢ƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǿŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳέ with ά¢ƘŜ 

ǿŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǿŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ƭƻǾŀƪƛŀέΦ  

 

http://zenskyweb.sk/slovenka/sites/default/files/articles/1182/original.jpg


Mr Zervan explained to the Slovak journalist that, as a freeman of the City of 

London he has certain traditional privileges, while naming the right to be hung by 

a silk, rather than an ordinary cord, as the first such privilege. 

 

A title on embassymagazine.com, in its Heads up of 4th January 2008, calls Mr 

½ŜǊǾŀƴ ά¢ƘŜ Ǌaving Ambassadorέ.   It mentions άƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ hysteria dominating 

.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎέΣ ŀƴŘ aǊ ½ŜǊǾŀƴΣ who is also described ŀǎ ŀ άŎƭǳōōƛƴƎ enthusiastέ 

who likes to go raving with his wife and her five friends, is alleged to have said 

that: 
 

 ά{ƭƻǾŀƪǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōŀŎƪ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ British {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ.   ς In what form? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The άƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƘȅǎǘŜǊƛŀ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎέ may not actually have 

been triggered by Slav Slovaks.   Bad press regarding alleged Slovaks tends to 

show, or mention Asian descendants ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άwƻƳŀέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƴŘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 

British journalists did not bother elaborating on, possibly in order to avoid being 

accused of racism by Asians in Britain.  These two Slovak groups do not share their 

predominant lifestyle. 

 

 

Left: A young Roma 

mother and her child, 

and a Roma community 

speaking to the media 

 

 

 

 

The Slovaks do not lightly tolerate the antics of anti-social groups at home, refer 

to YouTube.    



Back in Slovakia the independent media speak of a criminal sell-off of the Slovak 

industry, and of her natural resources, and an English journalist living in Slovakia 

 
  

 

Right: Two Slovak girls at a fete, 

and a Young couple weds in 

traditional costumes  

 

(For equality, groups shown 

against unfinished dwellings).  
 

 
wrote ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άDƻǊƛƭƭŀέ, about corrupt politicians and other 

representatives who had άǘǳƴƴŜƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘέ the economy.    

 

Blogs by ordinary citizens speak of a Slovak social genocide.   Couples are 

reluctant to have children for the fear of not being 

able to raise a child on an average national salary 

ϵ770, and with a rising level of unemployment.  

Medication, even on national health, is more 

expensive than in Britain (cost varies according to 

drug), and the banks have introduced charges the 

UK customers have not even heard of.    

 

The EU may encourage Slovakia towards harmonised prices of goods and services 

while a similar push towards harmonising pensions seemingly fails to take place.   

tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ άŦǊŜŜέ ƛƴ мфуфΣ {ƭƻǾŀƪƛŀ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΦ  bƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

are people who are sleeping and dying on the streets, 

and the elderly are reduced to begging, on an average 

pension of just ϵ375.   A mother in a tower block has 

tied her child around her waist and jumped to death 

from a top floor balcony to escape poverty and hunger.  

Tower blocks are sold off to foreigners. 

 



The World population continues to grow, and small {ƭƻǾŀƪƛŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

struggles to hold on to 5.5 million in 2012, with minor reductions in absolute 

terms appearing since 2001.  Source: ~ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎƪȇ ǵǊŀŘ {ƭƻǾŜƴǎƪŜƧ wŜǇǳōƭƛƪȅ 

http://portal.statistics.sk.    

 

While the nation turns into cheap labour and servants to foreign owned interests 

in their own country, the UK entices its more affluent senior citizens to settle in 

Slovakia by offering financial perks, and whilst drawing attention to the interest of 

those who will inherit after them (Guardian 2012):   
 

 

During SlovakiaΩǎ ŜǊŀ behind the iron curtain, the parents of ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ adults 

believed that the grass is greener in the west.  Some of their childrenΩǎ hunger for 

western perks continues to be strong enough to assists in the stripping of Slovakia 

of its remaining assets ς including cultural assets, not just economic.   

 

http://portal.statistics.sk/


With no effective measures taken to protect the Slovak language, I do not believe 

that there will be any need for Slovak linguists ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΦ   

 

Advertisements in particular, are neither Slovak, nor English; they are a ridiculous 

mixture of mixed up words from both languages. 

 

 

 

It seems that in order to get a job in Slovakia, the applicants are expected to 

parade any English words they pick up, while their mother tongue increasingly 

remains limited to second class citizens deemed to die out due to harsh economic 

conditions and societal neglect unthinkable in other European countries.    

 

Mainstream Slovak media almost entirely in foreign hands show Slovaks smiling, 

while now enjoying a western lifestyle.  Fast-food goes on the market, while fertile 

Slovak pastures lay barren.    Traitors employed in the media downplay the extent 

of dissatisfaction.   Instead, they speak of freedom and success without specifying 

exactly whose freedom and success they have in mind. 
 

 

Image is everything, some say, and the ά{ƭƻǾŀƪ imageέ appears to have crossed 

the ocean.   Director Eli Roth with producer Quentin Tarantino decided to 



άpopularise a country that Americans do not even know it existsέ (Roth) with their 

movie άIƻǎǘŜƭέ, showing backpackers falling prey to a brutal torture ring at the 

hands of Slovak women.   The actresses did not speak Slovak, they spoke Czech.    

 

For those not familiar with the 'Hostel' (2006), it had been described as Χ άa blood 

and gore horror film that remains one of the 

most gruesome horror movies to ever make it big 

in mainstream cinema, showing lopped heads, 

hanging eyeballs, sliced heels, sawed legs and 

horrifying bloodbaths, to cut a long story short! 

Χέ   

Producer Quentin Tarantino, apparent fan of Slovakia. 

 

άIt plays upon ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ deepest fears and most destructive vices to create the 

impression that the unknown is sinister and threatening.έ  
 

http://www.hostelsclub.com/article-en-597.html  (28.11.12) 
 

So much for popularizing a country people do not know it exists! 
 

The best part of 'Hostel' is that supposedly it had been based on a true story, and 

it had been marketed in this vein.    
     

 

http://www.hostelsclub.com/article-en-597.html


No James Bond ever managed to present a picture of a faraway country so 

opposed to reality, and as sick, as this! The story has absolutely nothing to do with 

Slovakia.      
 

In an interview (http://www.joblo.com/horror-movies/news/interview-eli-roth-03) Roth is 

alleged to have said: άL ǘƻƭŘ vǳŜƴǘƛƴ ¢ŀǊŀƴǘƛƴƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

write this.  Fuck all these other projects ς you have to write this idea now!!!!   

Χ I am very lucky to have good people around me to bounce ideas off of.  They 

bring out the best ƛƴ ȅƻǳΦέ 
 

One wonders what would have been the chances of a similar movie claiming to be 

showing women of some other countries.   And why the difference? 
 

Is it the case that with regards to some countries lies and distortions are 

encouraged, while elsewhere they would be a serious crime screaming for 

international boycott and prosecution?   
 

Perhaps a nation that is already undergoing gradual cultural and economic 

annihilation must be portrayed as sick, stupid and evil, if only to suppress the 

conscience of those at home. 

 

Actual Slovakia: 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 


